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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, IT, PO 

SUBJECT: VISIT IN ITALY OF PCP SECRETARY GENERAL CUNHAL 
REF: ROME 2420 (NOTAL) 

1 . PORTUGUESE COMMUNIST PARTY (PCP) LEADER ALVARO CUNHAL 
COMPLETED A FOUR-DAY VISIT TO ITALY FEBRUARY 14 AS THE GUEST 
OF THE ITALIAN COMMUNIST PARTY (PCI) AND DEPARTED FOR LISBON. 
ASIDE FROM MEETING WITH SENIOR PCI OFFICIALS INCLUDING LONGO, 
BERLINGUER, AND PAJETTA, CUNHAL MET WITH THE SECRETARIES OF 
THE SOCIALIST, SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC AND REPUBLICAN PARTIES AND 
ON. CARLO RUSSO, CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC CHAIRMAN OF THE FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS COMMISSION OF THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES. CUNHAL ALSO 
HAD SESSIONS WITH THE COMMUNIST MAYORS OF ROME AND NAPLES. 

2. THE TWO DELEGATIONS ISSUED A BRIEF COMMUNIQUE 
WHICH PROVIDES THIN PICKINGS FOR ANALYSIS. READING 
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BETWEEN THE LINES, THE GIST OF THE COMMUNIQUE IS 
THAT AT THE PRESENT TIME THERE REMAIN MORE POINTS OF 
DIVERGENCE OF IDEAS BETWEEN THE PCI AND THE PCP THAN 
POINTS OF CONVERGENCE. UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES THE FINAL 
COMMUNIQUE WAS RESTRICTED TO SETTING FORTH THE 
MINIMUM COMMON DENOMINATOR IN TERMS OF POINTS ON WHICH 
THE TWO PARTIES SHARE SIMILAR OUTLOOKS. ESSENTIALLY 
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THESE WERE THE INDEPENDENCE OF EACH PARTY TO 
DEVELOP ITS OWN AUTONOMOUS LINE IN LIGHT OF THE 
PARTICULAR CIRCUMSTANCE IN WHICH IT EXISTS AND THE 
NECESSITY OF DEVELOPING "FRIENDLY COOPERATION AND 
INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF 
RESPECT FOR FREEDOM OF CHOICE OF EACH PARTY." 

3. COMMENT. FROM HERE, IT APPEARS THAT THE CUNHAL 
VISIT ACHIEVED THE MINIMUM OBJECTIVES PROBABLY SET 
BY BOTH PARTIES. ON THE PART OF THE PORTUGUESE, THE 
CONTACTS WITH THE ITALIANS PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
AVOID A STATE OF TOTAL ISOLATION FROM THE MAJOR WESTERN 
EUROPEAN COMMUNIST PARTIES GIVEN THE VIRTUAL NON- 
EXISTENCE OF TIES WITH THE SPANISH AND FRENCH PARTIES. 

FROM THE PCI STANDPOINT, IT REINFORCED THE PARTY'S 
GROWING IMPORTANCE IN THE CONTEXT OF THE INTER- 
NATIONAL COMMUNIST MOVEMENT. QUITE OBVOUSLY THE PCI 
MUST HAVE BEEN DISAPPOINTED THAT THE DISCUSSIONS 
DEMONSTRATED THAT THE TIME HAS NOT YET ARRIVED WHEN THE 
PCI AND THE PCP COULD FIND MINIMUM POINTS OF AGREEMENT ON 
A COMMON IDEOLOGICAL PLATFORM, THUS LEAVING THE PCP 
OUTSIDE THE SO-CALLED EUROCOMMUNIST MOVEMENT.BEAUDRY 
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